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Challenging Paxman
In 2003, Thomas received an unexpected 
invitation – to represent the Revenue on 
University Challenge: The Professionals. The 
then chairman, Sir Nicholas Montagu, had 
been on University Challenge Revisited with his 
original college team from Cambridge, which 
prompted a call from the producers asking for 
a Revenue team to audition for a spin-off series 
featuring teams from different occupations. 

Thomas and colleagues (selected from the 
Revenue’s sports association’s most successful 
quiz teams) sailed through a test in London 
against some 200 other works teams, before 
travelling for a long weekend’s filming in 
Manchester, which saw them win through 
three rounds before beating a team from the 
Royal Meteorological Society in the final.

‘Being grilled by Paxman was a little 
intimidating – but that’s all part of the 
show,’ says Thomas. ‘There was a moment 
when I argued back, as I thought one of the 
questions was misleading – but of course they 
never showed that. You have to stand up to 
him!’

Looking ahead – and keeping 
in touch
With his retirement officially due to begin in 
February, Thomas has a few irons in the fire 
that may see him continue to play a public 
role to some degree – otherwise, he plans to 
simply relax. 

But he’ll be keeping a close eye on the tax 
arena: ‘I’ll be watching to see how a major 
exercise we’ve been conducting – around 
taxing of foreign profits – works out, as it’s 
something I was personally involved with.  
And of course there’s the work I’ve done 
over the last five years on tax avoidance; I’ll 
be looking to see if we achieve what we’ve 
hoped for, which is to make tax avoidance – 
at least for big business – not worth doing.’

Curriculum vitae
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Educated:	 Dulwich College
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	 (MA in Modern and  
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	 (HMIT Bryanston & Pimlico) 
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1984	 (district inspector)
	 District inspector  
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	 1986 International Division  
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	 CFC teams)
	 1989 District inspector  
	 (HMIT City 23) and 1993 
	 (Head Office, specialising in  
	 taxation of insurance companies) 
	S ince 2000, also involvement in:
�Ê �U�Ê�,�i�v�œ�À�“�Ã �œ�v �•�œ�>�˜ �À�i�•�>�Ì�ˆ�œ�˜�Ã�…�ˆ�«�Ã 
		  and derivative contracts legislation.
�Ê �U�Ê�*�œ�•�ˆ�V�Þ �œ�˜ �ˆ�˜�Ì�i�À�>�V�Ì�ˆ�œ�˜ �œ�v �Ì�>�Ý  
		  and accounting, especially on 
		  tax issues of implementation of IAS.
�Ê �U�Ê���˜�Ì�ˆ�‡�>�Û�œ�ˆ�`�>�˜�V�i �•�i�}�ˆ�Ã�•�>�Ì�ˆ�œ�˜�] �ˆ�˜�V�•�Õ�`�ˆ�˜�} 
		  the consultation on principles-based 
		  drafting of anti-avoidance legislation. 
�Ê �U�Ê�,�i�v�œ�À�“ �œ�v �œ�v�v�Ã�…�œ�À�i �v�Õ�˜�`�Ã �>�˜�` �œ�Ì�…�i�À 
		  collective investment scheme issues.
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